THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC
CHAPTER   I
THE "REVOLUTION" AND THE REPUBLIC
"HT^HE trouble with the German Revolution/' wrote a dis-
JL tinguished Socialist leader in exile, "was that there was no
revolution." This sentence expresses very fairly the verdict which
is now almost unanimously being passed on the critical period in
German history that: begins in August 1918 and ends before
Easter 1919. The reasons given naturally vary, principally because
they are almost all self-exculpatory, the result of an uneasy
consciousness that, when all the facts are fairly examined, no one
can but admit that there was at that time somewhere a tremendous
opportunity offered to somebody of which nobody took advantage.
As the years passed and new problems and new movements
succeeded the old, there was increasing dissatisfaction with what
had been done in that period; revolution from being a feat that
had been accomplished became once again an end to be attained;
the new extreme parties, if they were not to stultify themselves,
were bound to assert that till their advent there had been and
could be no revolution. In Germany, to-day, always and never
more so than now the classic land of the official view, the National
Socialist view—the official view—is that there was no revolution
till Hitler's, while the Communist view—to be described perhaps
as the only official opposition view—is that there has been and
can be no revolution till the Communist one comes.
The two views have produced two theories of the events of
1918-19. The former represents them as the result of the effort
of anti-national and foreign elements which preferred treason
to victory, robbed Germany, if not of success in the war, at least
of an "honourable" peace, and were finally routed by the national
reaction of which Hitler is the incarnation. The latter represents
them as the result of cowardly and treacherous sabotage of a

